




Follow us on our website : www.thetfordtownfootballclub.com 

We wish you a good evening and welcome you to Thetford for tonight’s Thurlow Nunn 
League, Premier Division match against Harleston Town. 

We welcome their players, management, committee and their supporters and we hope 
they have an enjoyable evening here at the Recreation Ground. 

We also welcome this evening’s match officials and ask that they are treated with respect 
both during and after the game. 

Please help us make your visit and enjoyable experience by abiding by the FA Respect 
rules and the league’s Keep It Down campaign. 

Harleston Town have started the season well, especially in the Cup format, having 
reached the Emirates F.A. Cup First Qualifying Round this coming Saturday where they 
will play Biggleswade Town, we wish them well flying the flag for the Eastern Counties 
League. 

Thetford is a club run by volunteers. To help the club flourish we need support from the 
local community. 

The club run a 100 club, where for just £2 a square per month you could win a monthly 
cash prize as well as raising money for the club. The 100 club is well supported and 
always welcomes extra participants. Please contact Bob Richards on his email address 
(bob_richards@sky.com) for more details. 

Thetford Town require extra volunteers to help keep the club running effectively.  

There are numerous roles available which can enable you to develop skills and help the 
club. If you would like to join our team of volunteers then please contact club secretary 
Laura Denniss on email l.denniss@yahoo.co.uk 

We club run a Thetford Town Saturday Soccer School with coaching for children aged 4-
7 on the Thetford Town pitch on a Saturday morning. For more information please 
contact Nigel Armes on 07778 929202. 

We are away this coming Saturday when we take a trip to the North Norfolk coast to take 
on Heacham, your support would be most welcome. 

Enjoy tonight’s game and have a safe trip back to your homes later. 

Thetford Town Committee 

Welcome to Mundford Road, home of the ‘Brecklanders’ 



Also at King’s Lynn, Peterborough, Wisbech and Ely. 



Follow us on our website : www.thetfordtownfootballclub.com 

GROUND : Recreation Ground - Mundford Road - Thetford - Norfolk. 

TELEPHONE NUMBER : 07764 943 461 

 

CHAIRMAN : Nigel Armes       

VICE CHAIRMAN : Glenn Scott 

SECRETARY : Laura Denniss - l.denniss@yahoo.com 

FIXTURE SECREATRY : Alan Churchley - fatalfie2002@yahoo.com 

TREASURER : Darren Iles         

WELFARE OFFICER : Nigel Tyler      

YOUTH LIASON : Laura Denniss  

MEDIA : Daren Iles   

 
MANAGEMENT FOR 2023/24 SEASON 

1ST TEAM MANAGER : Matt Morton             

COACH : John Taylor 

ASSISTANT COACH : Colin Rodgers 

UNDER 23s TEAM MANAGER : Craig Bibby  

UNDER 18s MANAGER : Michael & Simon  

LADIES MANAGER : Luke Pickford 

 
Thetford Town Football club Youth Managers & Coaches and all contact  details 
can be found on our club website 

 
WEB SITE ADDRESS : www.thetfordtownfootballclub.com  

AFFILIATED TO : Norfolk County F.A.  

MEMBERS OF :  

Eastern Counties League 

Eastern Region Womens Football League 

Norfolk Combined Youth Football League 

Norfolk Womens and Girls Football League 

 

MAJOR HONOURS TO DATE 

Norfolk Senior Cup Winners: 1947/48,1990/91 

Norfolk Senior Cup Runners Up : 1981/82, 2011/12. 2018/19. 

Norfolk & Suffolk League Champions : 1954/55 

Jewson League Runners Up : 1989/90 

Ridgeons League Division One Runners-Up : 2011/12 

Anglian Combination Division 4 Champions : 1995/96 

Fen Regis Shield Winners : 1995/96, 1996/97 

Ladies Norfolk League and Cup Winners : 2000/01 

Thurlow Nunn Challenge Cup Finalists : 2010/11, 2017/18 

John Savage County Cup Winners : 2014/15 

 

Club Officials For The 2024/25 Season 



We specialise in 

● BOILER INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICING & REPAIRS 

● BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 

● LANDLORD GAS CERTIFICATES 

● POWER FLUSHING 
 

All other plumbing services for 

homes within a 45-mile radius of 

Thetford. 

For a Free quote call us 07796 405 810 

or email jharri2108@hotmail.com 

Good luck to Thetford Town for the season 



DATE   K.O. OPPONENTS   H/A COMP       RESULT 

27/07/24 3.00pm Brantham Athletic Away League W 2 - 0 

30/07/24 7.45pm Great Yarmouth Town Home League L 1 - 3 

03/08/24 3.00pm Ipswich Wanderers Home FAC EPR D 0 - 0 

06/08/24 7.45pm Ipswich Wanderers Away FAC EPRr L 0 - 1 

13/08/24 7.45pm Soham Town Rangers Away League L 0 - 4 

17/08/24 3.00pm Long Melford Away League W 6 - 0 

24/08/24 3.00pm Woodbridge Town Away League L 0 - 1 

27/08/24 7.45pm Harleston Town Home League 

31/08/24 3.00pm Heacham Away League 

03/09/24 7.45pm Walsham Le Willows Home League 

07/09/24 3.00pm Stowmarket Town Away League 

14/09/24 3.00pm Cornard United Home League 

21/09/24 3.00pm Swaffham Town Home FAV 2QR 

28/09/24 3.00pm Kirkley & Pakefield Away League 

01/10/24 7.45pm Walsham Le Willows Away League 

05/10/24 3.00pm Sheringham Home League 

12/10/24 3.00pm Hadleigh United Home League 

19/10/24 3.00pm Ely City Away League 

26/10/24 3.00pm Mulbarton Wanderers Home League 

02/11/24 3.00pm Downham Town Home League 

09/11/24 3.00pm Great Yarmouth Town Away League 

16/11/24 3.00pm Heacham Home League 

23/11/24 3.00pm Kirkley & Pakefield Home League 

30/11/24 3.00pm Harleston Town Away League 

07/12/24 3.00pm Woodbridge Town Home League 

14/12/24 3.00pm Soham Town Rangers Home League 

21/12/24 3.00pm Cornard United Away League 

26/12/24 11.00am Lakenheath Away League 

28/12/24 3.00pm Dereham Town Home League 

04/01/25 3.00pm Stowmarket Town Home League 

11/01/25 3.00pm Downham Town Away League 

18/01/25 3.00pm Long Melford Home League 

25/01/25 3.00pm Fakenham Town Away League 

01/02/25 3.00pm Dereham Town Away League 

08/02/25 3.00pm Brantham Athletic Home League 

22/02/25 3.00pm Sheringham Away League 

01/03/25 3.00pm Ely City Home League 

22/03/25 3.00pm Mulbarton Wanderers Away League 

29/03/25 3.00pm Fakenham Town Home League 

19/04/25 3.00pm Hadleigh United Away League 

21/04/25 3.00pm Lakenheath Home League 

League  - Thurlow Nunn League Premier Division  FAV - FA Vase 
FAC - F.A. Cup  LCC - League Cup  NSC - Norfolk Senior Cup 

Follow us on our website : www.thetfordtownfootballclub.com 

1st Team Results and Forthcoming Fixtures For 2024/25 





       PL  W D L GD      PTS 

1 Walsham Le Willows   7 6 0 1 9 18 

2 Woodbridge Town    6 3 1 2 2 10 

3 Ely City     5 3 0 2 6 9 

4 Great Yarmouth Town   3 3 0 0 5 9 

5 Fakenham Town    5 3 0 2 2 9 

6 Hadleigh United    6 3 0 3 0 9 

7 Kirkley & Pakefield    6 2 2 2 -2 8 

8 Dereham Town    4 2 1 1 1 7 

9 Brantham Athletic    4 2 0 2 2 6 

10 Mulbarton Wanderers   3 2 0 1 2 6 

11 Thetford Town    5 2 0 3 1 6 

12 Stowmarket Town    3 2 0 1 0 6 

13 Soham Town Rangers   4 1 2 1 3 5 

14 Harleston Town    4 1 2 1 -1 5 

15 Long Melford     6 1 1 4 -12 4 

16 Downham Town    3 1 0 2 -1 3 

17 Heacham     4 1 0 3 -3 3 

18 Lakenheath     4 0 2 2 -5 2 

19 Cornard United    4 0 1 3 -7 1 

20 Sheringham     2 0 0 2 -2 0 

TONIGHT 

THURLOW NUNN LEAGUE - PREMIER DIVIISON 

Cornard United    VS  Brantham Athletic  

Sheringham     VS  Mulbarton Wanderers 

Thetford Town    VS  Harleston Town 

 

TOMORROW NIGHT 

THURLOW NUNN LEAGUE - PREMIER DIVISION 

Great Yarmouth Town   VS  Kirkley & Pakefield 

League Fixtures Taking Place Midweek  

Thurlow Nunn League - Premier Division 





The club was established in 1885. 

They became members of the top division of the East Anglian 
League in 1952. 

In 1963–64 the club won the league's Knockout Cup, beating 
Norman Old Boys in the final. 

At the end of the season the league merged with the Norfolk & 
Suffolk League to form the Anglian Combination with Harleston 
being placed in Section A. 

However, they were subsequently relegated  over the seasons 
by several divisions. 

In 1980–81 Harleston were Division Three champions.  

They went on to win Division Two the following season, earning promotion to Division 
One.  

Following two relegations, in 2005–06 the club finished bottom of Division Three and 
were relegated to Division Four.  

A third-place finish in Division Four in 2008–09 saw them promoted back to Division 
Three.  

The club were champions of Division Three again in 2010–11 before winning the 
Division Two title in 2011–12. 

After finishing as runners-up in Division One in 2013–14, Harleston were promoted to the 
Premier Division.  

They were Premier Division runners-up in 2016–17 and won the division the following 
season, earning promotion to Division One North of the Eastern Counties League. 

Despite finishing as runners-up in Division One North in 2018–19, the club were 
relegated back to the Anglian Combination Premier Division as their ground failed the 
grading criteria by not having floodlights. 

However, at the end of the 2020–21 season they were promoted back into Division One 
North of the Eastern Counties League. 

The 2021-22 season saw the club enjoy the Thurlow Nunn Division One North campaign 
finally finishing in second place behind Sheringham. 

This meant a play-off position had been achieved, the first Semi-Final of which saw The 
Magpies take on Framlingham Town and win by 2 goals to on. 

The final saw them pit their skills against Downham Town and in a game that at one 
point was very close they finally went onto to win    3-1 to confirm promotion into the 
Premier Division and step 5 football for the first time in their history. 

During the close season Nicky Howell resigned as manager and the club acted quickly to 
bring in ex professional Danny Crow as manager for the 2022/23 season 

The 2022/23 season once again saw them adapt well to the higher standard finally 
finishing in 3rd place just outside a play-off place. 

Last season they finished 6th just outside the play-off spots, they took part in their first 
ever F.A. Cup match, losing 3-2 at home to Kempston Rovers and reached the Norfolk 
Senior Cup quarter-final before losing to Watton United.  

This season hopes are high for another push for promotion and a good Cup run. 

Follow us on our website : www.thetfordtownfootballclub.com 

Let’s Introduce The Opposition 
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Thetford Town 1 v 3 Great Yarmouth Town 
Report By James Redman 

Tuesday 30th July 2024 - Thurlow Nunn League Premier Division 
Attendance - 147 

Great Yarmouth Town: Deeks - 45’+4’& 54, Belmar 72’ 
Thetford Town: Gilchrist - 60’ 

The new season was certainly underway, this game coming only three days after 
Thetford’ solid away win at Brantham Athletic.  
This games marked Thetford’s first home game of the season as they welcome newly 
promoted Great Yarmouth Town, a team with a strong fan base, a great nickname with 
‘The Bloaters’ and also kicking off the season with a win against Long Melford.  
Promoted teams traditionally do well, so this was set to be a big test for a Thetford Town 
side with ambitions of another promotion push. 
It had been a hot summers day in Norfolk, with the evening cooling down nicely for the 
evening kick-off, to create near-perfect conditions.  
Onto the wonderful looking pitch the two teams lined-up, Thetford Town in claret and 
blue, with Great Yarmouth in their home amber and black colours. 
KEY MOMENTS 
TT = Thetford Town 
GYT = Great Yarmouth Town 
3’ - GYT -  There was an early chance for Great Yarmouth, Duffield fires off a 
 speculative long-range strike, the Thetford keeper spills the ball and Fenn 
 tries the follow-up, but Tom Smith just 
 about gets there first. 
5’ - TT -  A sweeping attack from Thetford, King tries to thread in Mann, the ball is 
 intercepted and falls to Gilchrist who hits the ball first time from 20 yards, 
 and curls it just beyond the top right corner of the goal. 
16’ - GYT - Great work by Fenn down the left wing, he drives a low hard ball across the 
 box, begging for the tap-in, but somehow evades everyone. 
18’- TT -  From the midfield, Olpin fires in a low effort from 25 yards, it is well-struck & 
 heading into the bottom corner, but Ling gets down well to make the  stop. 
24’ - TT -  Grove intercepts a defensive pass and bursts forward on goal, he squares to 
 Diggens but the ball is slightly behind, Diggens has to turn on the ball, he 
 then takes a touch and blazes in an effort from just outside the box, the ball 
 crashes into the side netting and it initially looked in, but sadly, the ball had 
 travelled the wrong side of the upright, big let off for The Bloaters. 
30’ - GYT -  Barber intercepts a loose ball and plays Couzens down the right, he takes it 
 forward a couple of strides before finding Duffield, who shimmies into the 
 box and cuts a strike across Tom Smith, but Tom gets down and gets an all 
 important touch on the ball to concede the corner. 
36’- GYT - Great Yarmouth batter the Thetford box, with multiple efforts flying in, the 
 best from Barber which is brilliantly blocked by Elliot Smith, Thetford putting
 bodies on the line to prevent the opener.        
38’ - TT -  Haylett is fouled on the right just outside the box, the referee waves play-on 
 and King takes the ball into the box skipping past several challenges before 
 being taken out for what looked like a dead-set penalty. Confusingly, the 
 referee went back to the initial foul, so what was the point of playing 
 advantage? Another let off for Great Yarmouth Town and a possible turning 
 point in this tight contest?         Continued over page….. 

Match Report v Great Yarmouth Town 



Tel: 01842 753400   ■   Email: sales@mayes-uk.com 

13 Roman Way, Thetford IP24 1XB 

www.mayes-uk.com 

John Mayes Engineers are a family run business since their conception in 1959.  
 

They have steadily grown into an important supplier for the Petro-chemical,      
process, energy and allied industries.  

 
We buy materials only from quality manufacturers originating in the Western EU, 

USA or Japan.  
 

“Customer service is our main focus. It is our philosophy to deliver exactly what 
our customers need, exactly when they need it.”  
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45’+2 - GY  Sam Adams hits an absolute belter of a strike from 30 yards, forcing Tom 
 Smith to make a diving save on the stretch. 
45’+4’ -GY GOAL (0-1) - Moments before the half-time whistle, Great Yarmouth Town 
 snatch a goal, Thetford fail to effectively deal with a corner ball, it falls to 
 Deeks who turns and volleys from inside he box, the ball hit with such venom 
 that Tom Smith had no chance at all. It has to be said that it was a wonderful 
 hit, but a disastrous time to concede for Thetford. 
54’ - GY -  GOAL (0-2) - Not long after kick-off to the second half, The Bloaters stretch 
 their lead, the goal coming from yet another poorly defended corner kick, 
 allowing Connor Deeks a free header, and he obliged to absolutely slam the 
 ball home for his second of the night, stunning the home crowd. 
60’ - TT -  GOAL (1-2) - Thetford peg one back, a quickly taken free-kick from Haylett 
 finds King who bounds forwards and lays the ball across to Gilchrist, who in a 
 bit of space in a central position has a dig from 20 yards out, absolutely 
 leathering the ball beyond Ling, it crashing into the crossbar, slamming into 
 the ground and back to ripple the top of the net, stunning hit from the 
 Thetford Town favourite. 
61’ - TT -  Thetford nearly equalise moments later, Grove darts down the left and 
 squares the ball into the box, Elliot Smith is on it with a diving header but the 
 connection is not strong enough and the ball is eventually collected by Ling, 
 so close! 
69’ - GY -  Another corner causes chaos in the Thetford box, it is eventually recycled out 
 to Belmar on the right who breezes past Olpin and curls a shot towards goal 
 that forces Tom Smith to beat it away with his fist. 
72’ - GY - GOAL (1-3) - The Thetford defence are under huge pressure and Grove 
 attempts an ill advised cross field clearance, but there is not enough on it, 
 Barber intercepts, strides into the box and his shot slams into the post and 
 out, but Belmar is on-hand to fire home on the follow-up and restore The 
 Bloaters two-goal lead. Great Yarmouth go on to close out the game in an 
 impressive fashion, the defence holding firm. 
 
What started a pretty even and competitive first half ended is a comprehensive defeat for 
Thetford Town, as newly promoted Great Yarmouth Town made it two-from-two.  
The optimist in me sees this as a game of moments that went against Thetford, had the 
Grove interception gone in, had the penalty been given, had Elliot’s diving header gone in 
etc. it could have been a different game, the penalty decision being the bitterest pill to 
swallow.  
However, the realist saw a largely poor performance from Thetford Town, they looked 
frail in set-pieces and the attacks fizzled out due to inaccurate passing and making the 
wrong decisions in the final third. I do think we missed Kieran Money tonight, his link-up 
between defence and attack is invaluable, as is his work breaking down attacks, but this 
does not excuse the result.  
It does have to be said that Great Yarmouth Town were excellent, they were organised, 
broke fast, were aggressive in the press and fast to the loose ball, they are clearly still 
riding the crest of a wave and looked like a well-oiled machine.  
Thetford Town Line-Up: 
Tom Smith, Ryan Haylett, Dylan Grove, Jaydyn Lott, Sam Bond (C), 
Callum Olpin, Jake Mann, Cameron King, George Diggens, Elliot Smith, Dan Gilchrist. 
SUBS: Ryan Dickerson, Harvey Lott, Santi Davies, Liam Levy-Twomey, Malachi Wright. 

Match Report v Great Yarmouth Town - Continued 
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THURLOW NUNN LEAGUE - PREMIER DIVISION 

Ely City     VS  Walsham Le Willows 

Hadleigh United    VS  Downham Town 

Heacham     VS  Thetford Town 

Kirkley & Pakefield    VS  Stowmarket Town 

Soham Town Rangers   VS  Dereham Town 

Woodbridge Town    VS  Fakenham Town 

 

EMIRATES F.A. CUP - FIRST ROUND QUALIFYING 

Bishops Stortford    VS  Cornard United 

Great Yarmouth Town   VS  Cheshunt 

Harleston Town    VS  Biggleswade Town 

Tilbury     VS  Brantham Athletic 

Witham Town    VS  Sheringham 

League & Cup Matches This Coming Weekend 
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Long Melford 0 vs 6 Thetford Town @ Stoneylands Stadium - Long Melford 

Saturday 17th August 2024 - Thurlow Nunn League Premier Division 

Attendance - 68 

Thetford Town: King - 39’, 46’, Haylett - 59, Laker - 73’, Mann 76’, H. Lott - 86’. 

Following Thetford Town’s heavy 4-0 midweek away defeat at Soham Town Rangers, 
they were back on the road again, this time to face Long Melford down in deepest 
Suffolk. With both teams having a challenging start to the 24/25 season, it was a chance 
for either team to kick-start their season, but who would be taking the chance?   

Long Melford away is one of my favourites, in possibly the most picturesque town in the 
league, always a pleasure. It was a perfect summer’s day at the perfect temperature, 
with crisp blue skies. The pitch was a little bobbly but overall decent, to which Long 
Melford lined up in their black and white stripes, with Thetford Town yet again in their 
claret and blue. 

KEY MOMENTS 

LM = Long Melford   TT = Thetford Town 

2’ - LM -  Early chance for the hosts, a long ball bounces over the backline and Judge 
 latches onto it, from the edge of the area he shoots, but Jaydyn Lott gets 
 across to make an important block. 

5’ - TT -  A through ball puts Diggens through on goal, he is much quicker than the 
 defender and is yanked back in what was a clear professional foul, but 
 inexplicably the referee waves play-on. 

11’ - TT - A Cameron King corner is driven in low, captain Sam Bond swings his boot 
 and connects well with the ball, it is deflected, flicks up and is heading in, 
 forcing keeper Walker to make a brilliant  save, tipping it over for a corner. 

22’ - TT -  Harvey Lott is threaded in, he rides the challenge and finds himself charging 
 through on goal, keeper Walker in out fast and from just outside the box Lott 
 tries to chip the ball over him, but Walker is equal to the effort. 

35’ - TT -  From a Thetford attack, the ball is semi-cleared, but falls to Olpin, he takes a 
 touch and powers in a fine low strike from 20 yards out, it cuts through the 
 crowd and beats Walker, but crashes into the post and out, so unlucky! 

39’ - TT -  GOAL (0-1) - A great run from Diggens sees him beat the offside trap, the 
 long ball is volleyed on the bounce from outside the box, it is struck sweetly 
 and whizzes past Walker, absolutely clattering the post, it ricochets out and 
 falls perfectly to King coming in from the right, and he sweeps the ball into 
 the open net, giving Thetford the all important lead, deserved based on the 
 run of the play. 

43’ - TT -  Nearly a quickfire second for Thetford. King chests down the ball and pings it 
 forwards on the volley, the ball is weighted perfectly and Diggens is again 
 through, seeing Walker rushing out he chips him with the outside of his boot 
 like a 5 iron shot, it looks to be looping in, but falls just wide of the mark. It 
 was so close it looked in, causing the fans to initially cheer! 

46’ - TT -  GOAL (0-2) - Only 45 seconds into the 2nd half and Cameron King shows 
 why he is such a feared player in this division. He picks up the ball on the left, 
 skins the defender, drives down to the byline, skips down it towards the goal 
 and bends it into the net from a tight angle, frankly ridiculous solo effort, no 
 idea how he got it from that angle! Great start to the half for Thetford.   Cont.. 

Match Report v Long Melford  
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55’ - LM -  A strong Long Melford attack down the left, Judge gets the ball on the edge of 
 the box, steps inside and unleashes a powerful strike at the near post, but 
 Dickerson is equal to it and bats it away for a corner. 

56’ - LM - The corner ball is swung into the near post and there is contact by a Long 
 Melford player, but a good close range stop from Dickerson prevents the ball 
 from going in. 

59’ - TT -  GOAL (0-3) - Thetford received a free-kick in the Long Melford half after 
 another cynical foul, leading to the first yellow of the game. King steps up and a 
 curls a devious ball into the box, it evades absolutely everyone except Haylett 
 who sprints in behind and guides his side-footed volley into the net. Things 
 looking good for Thetford. 

73’- TT -  GOAL (0-4) - Excellent run by Harvey Lott down the right, he gets round the 
 defender and whips in a perfect cross, the weighting and depth of it puts the 
 keeper in no-mans land and Laker ghosts in from the left and nods into the 
 wide open net, surely sealing the win for Thetford. 

76’ - TT -  GOAL (0-5) - Thetford now running rampant. Substitute Reynolds passes to 
 Diggens and follows the ball, sprinting down the left, this drags defenders 
 across opening up the middle for Diggens who obliges, strides forwards and 
 sees the run from Jake Mann, threading him through perfectly, and 1-on-1 with 
 the keeper Jake makes no mistake to sweep the ball past the keeper, brilliant 
 play from Thetford. 

81’ - TT -  Diggens is played in down the right, he takes the ball into the box and fires in at 
 the near post, but it is deflected wide by the outstretched leg of Walker, shame 
 as Diggens really deserving of a goal in this game. 

86’ - TT -  GOAL (0-6) - Two substitutes link up brilliantly to bag their 6th of the afternoon. 
 Reynolds pings the ball out to the right, picking up the sprinting Harvey Lott, he 
 is through on goal again, and this time calmly slots it past the keeper, great 
 seeing the youngsters showing what they can do! 

88’ - TT -  Laker played in down the left, he tries to get his second, his shot at the near 
 post saved well by Walker, no seven heaven for Thetford today, 

Perfect response from Thetford Town following the lows of Tuesday, a changed formation 
and line-up working well. A tougher first half saw Thetford go into the break 1-0 up, 
although there were chances for it to be more, but after King’s goal straight after kick-off, 
Long Melford looked sucker punched and never really got going as Thetford Town romped 
to victory. Great performances across the board, Diggens looked sharp again and was 
unlucky not to bag a goal himself, King looked great in a more forward role, Harvey Lott 
had a strong cameo down the right, Dickerson made some great saves and the young 
substitutes also had a good outing. All this was built on a solid base from Bondy, Jaydyn, 
Money, Haylett, Laker, Jake, with Olpin in a more floating/creative role. Looking at Long 
Melford, they showed flashes of good play, but ultimately struggled to contain 
Thetford&#39;s attacking threats. Long Melford is a club I have a lot of time for, so I really 
hope they can kick-start their season soon, I sincerely wish them all the best, all-in-all a 
great club and always a joy to visit. It is important now for Thetford to follow this strong 
result up with another, UP THE TOWN!!! 

THETFORD TOWN: Ryan Dickerson, Ryan Haylett, Jaydyn Lott, Adam Laker, Sam Bond, 
Callum Olpin, Jake Mann, Cameron King, George Diggens, Kieran Money, Harvey Lott. 

SUBS: Tom Smith, Dan Gilchrist, Malachi Wright, Liam Levy-Twomey, Marley Reynolds. 

Match Report v Long Melford - Continued 
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FIRST DIVISION NORTH 

FIRST DIVISION SOUTH 

       PL W D L GD PTS 

1 Harwich & Parkeston   6 5 0 1 8 15 

2 Leiston U23s     7 5 0 2 4 15 

3 Diss Town     6 4 1 1 10 13 

4 Haverhill Rovers    5 4 1 0 4 13 

5 Framlingham Town    5 4 0 1 10 12 

6 Stanway Pegasus    6 4 0 2 9 12 

7 Holbeach United    7 4 0 3 3 12 

8 Haverhill Borough    5 3 0 2 7 9 

9 Whitton United    4 3 0 1 4 9 

10 FC Peterborough    5 3 0 2 -5 9 

11 Gorleston Reserves    6 2 1 3 -6 7 

12 Holland FC     5 2 0 3 3 6 

13 Dussindale & Hellesdon Rovers  6 2 0 4 0 6 

14 FC Parson Drove    5 2 0 3 -3 6 

15 AFC Sudbury Reserves   6 1 2 3 -3 5 

16 Needham Market Reserves  5 1 2 2 -6 5 

17 Pinchbeck United    4 1 1 2 0 4 

18 Whittlesey Athletic    7 0 2 5 -11 2 

19 Wivenhoe Town    5 0 1 4 -6 1 

20 Swaffham Town    7 0 1 6 -22 1 

       PL W D L GD PTS 
1 Hackney Wick    6 6 0 0 14 18 
2 Rayleigh Town    6 5 1 0 10 16 
3 Harlow Town     6 4 1 1 14 13 
4 Hutton      6 4 0 2 13 12 
5 Coggeshall Town    6 3 2 1 7 11 
6 Southend Manor    6 3 2 1 3 11 
7 May & Baker EC    7 3 1 3 7 10 
8 AS London     6 3 0 3 7 9 
9 Barkingside     6 2 3 1 3 9 
10 Hoddesdon Town    7 2 3 2 -1 9 
11 Cannons Wood    5 3 0 2 -3 9 
12 Basildon Town    5 2 1 2 0 7 
13 Enfield Borough    7 2 1 4 -4 7 
14 Burnham Ramblers    7 2 1 4 -6 7 
15 Dunmow Town    8 2 0 6 -12 6 
16 NW London     6 1 2 3 -8 5 
17 Brimsdown     6 1 1 4 -8 4 
18 St Margaretsbury    7 1 1 5 -13 4 
19 Newbury Forest    4 1 1 2 -16 4 
20 FC Baresi     5 0 1 4 -7 1 

The Other Two Thurlow Nunn North & South Divisions 
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Thetford Town Harleston Town 

Tom Smith 

Santi Davies 

Sam Bond 

Adam Laker 

Ryan Haylett 

Josh Wells 

Dan Gilchrist 

Malachi Wright 

Elliott Smith 

Jake Mann 

Cameron King 

George Diggens 

Callum Olpin 

Kieran Money 

Dylan Grove 

Liam Levy Twomey 

Harvey Lott 

Jaydyn Lott 

Matt Morton 

 
 
 
 

Elliot Pride 

Charlie Hitch 

Josh Durham 

Connor Delaney 

Nathan Stone 

Asa Mcgeachy 

Rob Turner 

George Barber 

Charlie Pennell 

Joe Manning 

Adrian Musasa 

Ryan Crisp 

Matthew Cook 

Ollie Ebbage 

Edward Tyas 

Lewis Haydon 

Adam Smith 

Adam Hipperson 

Referee :              Assistants :  
Ryan Middleton            James Barber 

               Reg Barker   

Let’s Introduce The Two Squads 

Let’ Introduce The Match Officials - Please Respect Them 
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Tom Smith - Goalkeeper who signed from UEA and became the regular keeper in his first 
season. Now entering is 3rd season at the club, rated as one of the best keepers in the 
league. 

Sam Bond - Team captain, long serving defender who plays right back or centre half. 
Always gives 100% every game. A favourite with both sets of fans and referees !!!!. 

Elliot Smith - Normally plays in midfield but can also play at Centre half. A great 
tackler who rarely loses a 50/50. Also represents the RAF team. 

Dan Gilchrist - Striker who was previously with AFC Sudbury and Bury Town. Another 
player entering his 3rd full season with the Town. Was the leagues top scorer in his first 
full season. 

Cam King - Midfielder, A former Scotland U21 international. Cam returned to the club 
after stints at Shamrock Rovers and King’s Lynn. Had a great season creating chances 
for his team mates and scoring goals as well. On his day worth the entry fee just to watch 
him. 

Jake Mann - Plays in centre midfield good tackler and passer of the ball also chips in with 
his share of goal. 

Adam Laker - Signed 3 seasons ago from Mildenhall Town and was a regular last season 
playing in several positions but mainly at right back. Can also get the odd spectacular 
goal. 

George Diggens - Signed from Sheringham 2 season ago. He has formed a great 
partnership up front with Dan Gilchrist. 

Kieran Money - Talented midfielder. Likes to get forward and scores his share of goals. 
Last seasons supporters player of the season. 

Ryan Haylett - Highly rated full back who became a fans favourite with his tough tackling 
and attacking play up the wing. 

Callum Olpin - Joined on a permanent deal from Wroxham last season after a loan spell. 
Had a great season and  was voted managers and players player of season. 

Dylan Grove - Can play left wing or left back with bags of pace and skill, this is his 
second season at Town. 

Malachi Wright - Youngster who broke into the first team end of last season. 

Josh Wells - Skilful defender who returns to the club after spells with Middlesborough, 
Lakenheath and Newmarket Town. 

Santi Davis - Youngster who spent end of last season at Long Melford to gain some first 
team experience, great to have him back. Looking to get a regular start this season. 

Matt Morton - Former Town player now manager. Has gradually improved the team over 
his time in charge with a 2nd and 4th finish in last 2 seasons. 

John Taylor - First team coach with lots of experience. He is a legend at Cambridge Utd 
where he made over 500 league appearances, scoring over 150 goals. Is a great asset to 
the club. 

Let’s Meet Our ‘Brecklanders’ For 2024/25 



We can help with all of your palletised 

freight requirements, contact us today! 
 

0800 158 4401 
sales.admin@freightroute.co.uk 

www.freightroute.co.uk 

One of the largest family run, privately owned 

pallet networks; consisting of 11 Freightroute 

depots plus additional dedicated partner depots. 
 

 We specialise in the following and more: 

Full Load movements       Offshore Delivery 

Next Day Delivery       Economy Delivery 

Timed Delivery       ADR Delivery 



THE ECL FROM 1935 to 1948 - THE STRUGGLES TO KEEP GOING 
Extracts taken from The Eastern Counties Football League History by Mick Blakeman 
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There were phenomenal changes during the first few years of the ECL ‘s life. It began as 
a competition for 12 of East Anglia’s leading amateur clubs, yet within four years it had 
been affected by a series of major events. 

It had….. 

Embraced professionals 

Seen one founder member join the football league. 

Seen two more founders replaced by new professional clubs who immediately joined the 
Southern League. 

Had its existence threatened twice - once by a new league covering a significant part of 
its area and once by the outbreak of war. 

It is a glowing testament to the judgement, management, capabilities and good common 
sense of its officers that the leaguer was able to survive in such turbulent times. 

They were greatly assisted in their battles to establish the league by the handful of 
founder members who were determined to ensure that their brain-child did not become a 
victim of its own success. 

By 1937, founder members Ipswich Town had joined the Southern League, the ECL’s five 
Essex clubs had all left in an attempt to better themselves and Thetford had found the 
going too tough and dropped down a level to recuperate. 

It would have been understandable if the remaining five founder clubs Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft, Gorleston, Bury Town and Kings Lynn had concluded that their dream of a 
high quality competition to serve all of East Anglia was fated not to be and decided 
instead to return to the Norfolk & Suffolk League. 

Had they done so, it is probable that the regions football would have become splintered 
with the Essex clubs moving into one of the amateur leagues covering the home counties 
while the more westerly clubs such as Kings Lynn and Newmarket may have settled down 
into the United Counties League. 

As it was, those five founders kept their nerve and the league was ready to welcome back 
the Essex clubs a year later as well as being able to offer an alternative for those further 
west. 

In view of the seven-year break, it was not surprising that some of the pre-war members 
did not rejoin the league in 1946 and once again, its future was in the balance. 

With just 10 clubs, it became questionable as to whether the ECL could provide its 
members with sufficient fixtures but once again the league’s officers rose to the challenge. 

Extensive canvassing persuaded several more clubs to apply for a place and in 1948, six 
new teams joined the league including most interestingly, the ‘A’ sides of four of London’s 
biggest football league clubs. 

For the ECL, the struggles of the past were over and the league was ready to enter an 
exciting new era. 

The next article - THE ECL FROM 1940 to 1946 - WAR TIME FOOTBALL  

Looking Back On The Eastern Counties League 





                                       PL  W D L        GD   PTS 
1 Bury Town U18  1 1 0 0 5 3 

2 Personal Best Soccer U18  1 1 0 0 8 3 

3 Swaffham Town U18  1 1 0 0 2 3 

4 Walsham Le Willows U18  1 1 0 0 2 3 

5 Downham Town U18  0 0 0 0 0 0 

6 Lakenheath U18  1 0 0 1 -5 0 

7 Newmarket Town U18  1 0 0 1 -2 0 

8 Sporting 87 U18  1 0 0 1 -2 0 

9 Thetford Town U18  1 0 0 1 -8 0 

THURLOW NUNN YOUTH LEAGUE  - CAMBRIDGE DIVISION - 2024/25 

NEXT FOUR FIXTURES - SEASON 2024/25 

Date Opponents   H/A Comp Kick-Off 

29/08/24 Sporting 87 U18 Away League 7.45pm 

18/09/24 Newmarket Town U18 Home League 7.45pm 

26/09/24 Swaffham Town U18 Away League 7.45pm 

02/10/24 Walsham Le Willows U18 Home League 7.45pm 

NEXT FOUR FIXTURES - SEASON 2024/25 

THURLOW NUNN U23s LEAGUE - NORTH DIVISION 

                                       PL  W D L        GD   PTS 

1 Diss Town U23  0 0 0 0 0 0 

2 Framlingham Town U23  0 0 0 0 0 0 

3 Ipswich Wanderers U23  0 0 0 0 0 0 

4 Lakenheath U23  0 0 0 0 0 0 

5 Needham Market U23  0 0 0 0 0 0 

6 Soham Town Rangers U23  0 0 0 0 0 0 

7 Stowmarket Town U23  0 0 0 0 0 0 

8 Thetford Town U23  0 0 0 0 0 0 

9 Walsham Le Willows U23  0 0 0 0 0 0 

10 Whitton United U23  0 0 0 0 0 0 

11 Woodbridge Town U23  0 0 0 0 0 0 

Follow us on our website : www.thetfordtownfootballclub.com 

Date Opponents   H/A Comp Kick-Off 

07/09/24 Woodbridge Town U23 Away League 3.00pm 

14/09/24 Framlingham Town U23 Away League 3.00pm 

28/09/24 Diss Town U23 Home League 3.00pm 

05/10/24 Stowmarket Town U23 Away League 3.00pm 

Under 23s & U18s Round-Up Page - Season 2024/25 
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Date Opponents   H/A Comp Kick-Off 

25/08/24 Mulbarton Wanderers Ladies Away League 2.00pm 

01/09/24 Histon Ladies Home FA WC 2.00pm 

08/09/24 AFC Dunstable Women Home League 2.00pm 

15/09/24 Histon Ladies Home League 2.00pm 

22/09/24 Stevenage Women Development Away League 2.00pm 

29/09/24 Whittlesey Athletic Ladies Home League 2.00pm 

06/10/24 Toby Ladies Away L Cup 1.30pm 

FORTHCOMING  FIXTURES - SEASON 2024/25 

EASTERN REGION WOMENS LEAGUE - DIVISION ONE NORTH - 2024/25 

                                       PL  W D L        GD PTS 

1 Stevenage Women Development  1 1 0 0 5 3 

2 Harpenden Town Women  1 1 0 0 1 3 

3 Histon Ladies  1 1 0 0 1 3 

4 Whittlesey Athletic Ladies  1 1 0 0 1 3 

5 AFC Dunstable Women  1 0 1 0 0 1 

6 Mulbarton Wanderers Ladies  1 0 1 0 0 1 

7 Biggleswade United Ladies  1 0 1 0 0 1 

8 Newmarket Town Ladies  1 0 1 0 0 1 

9 Real Bedford Ladies  Reserves  1 0 0 1 -1 0 

10 Thetford Town Ladies  1 0 0 1 -1 0 

11 Wootton Blue Cross Lionesses Women 1 0 0 1 -1 0 

12 Kings Lynn Town Ladies  1 0 0 1 -5 0 

The Thetford Town Ladies team are an established football team, who are continuing to 
grow and develop. we play in the Eastern Region Women's Football League  Division 1 
North. The team are managed by Manager - Luke Pickford and Assistant Manager - 
Amber Browne. 
  
TTLFC is a team which welcomes players from all over Norfolk and Suffolk, from ages 
16+. New players are welcome at any point, and if interested, please contact the club or 
management team. 
  
Thetford Town Ladies are an ambitious and keen footballing group, and would welcome 
any new players on board.  
 
With a 3 year plan put in place and continuous support from the club, the ladies team have 
targets and goals set out to achieve. 
  
If you'd like to continue to follow the TTLFC further and keep an eye on upcoming games 
and news,  then please check out our Twitter page  

Thetford Ladies Up-Date Page - Season 2024/25 
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THE PREMIER LEAGUE 2023/24 QUIZ 

1. Who was the leading goalsccorer in the Premier League last season ? 

2. Which goalkeeper kept the most clean sheets last season ? 

3. Four clubs failed to reach double figures in wins last season who were they ? 

4. Two players from the same club finished 2nd and 3rd behind Rodri having 
 made  most passes during the season, can you name the club ? 

5. Which club in London made the most tackles in the league last season ? 

6. Three teams had less than 6 defeats in the league last season who were they ? 

7. Which Aston Villa player had the most assists last season ? 

8. Which club received the most red cards last season ? 

9. Which club only scored 40 goals last season and still stayed up ? 

10. Which team had the unenviable record of scoring the most own goals during the 
 2023/24 season ? 

Answers to Half-Time Quiz Below 

1. Erling Harland (27) 

2. David Raya (Arsenal) 

3. Sheffield United (3), Burnley (5), Luton (6) & Notts Forest (9) 

4. Brighton - Lewis Dunk (3212 ) & Pascal Grob (2927) 

5. Crystal Palace (788) 

6. Man City (3), Liverpool (4) and Arsenal (5) 

7. Ollie Watkins (13) 

8. Burnley (7) 

9. Everton  

10. Sheffield United 

The ‘Brecklanders’ Half Time Quiz 

The ‘Brecklanders’ Half Time Quiz - Answers 



CARPET ■ VINYL ■ LVT ■ LAMINATE 
For a FREE Quote call Thomas on 07931 375 810 
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Saturday 20th January 2024 

Thurlow Nunn Premier Division 
 

Thetford Town   2 

Harleston Town   0 

 

Thetford Town - Alphabetically 

Shaun Avis    Goal 

Hugh Cullum  

Dan Gilchrist 

Dylan Grove 

Cameron King 

Adam Laker 

Jaydyn Lott    Goal 

Jake Mann 

Kieran Money 

Elliott Smith 

Thomas Smith 
 

Subs: 

George Dickins   YC 

Ryan Fuller    Used 

Ryan Haylett    Used 

Callum Olpin    Used 

 

Harleston Town - Alphabetically 

George Barber 

Jeremiah Dasaolu 

Joshua Durham 

Oliver Ebbage 

Harrison Hide 

Joseph Manning 

Nathan Page 

Elliott Pride 

Nathan Russell 

Nathan Stone 

Robert Turner 
 

Subs: 

Samuel Aldiss   Used 

Nathaniel Jamba   Used 

Kieran Nunn 

Brandon Pickess 

 

YC - Yellow Card / RC - Red Card 

Saturday 13th January 2024 

Thurlow Nunn Premier Division 
 

Harleston Town   2 

Thetford Town   3 

 

Harleston Town - Alphabetically 

George Barber   Goal 

Matthew Cook   RC 

Joshua Durham 

Oliver Ebbage   Goal 

Harrison Hide 

Joseph Manning 

Nathan Page 

Elliott Pride 

Nathan Russell 

Nathan Stone 

Robert Turner 
 

Subs: 

Henri Arnold    Used 

Natheniel Jamba 

Brandon Pickess    

 

 

Thetford Town - Alphabetically 

Hugh Cullum    Goal 

George Dickens 

Dan Gilchrist 

Dylan Grove    Goal 

Cameron King   Goal 

Adam Laker 

Jaydyn Lott 

Jake Mann 

Callum Olpin 

Elliott Smith 

Thomas Smith 
 

Subs: 

Shaun Avis    Used 

Sam Bond 

Ryan Fuller 

Kieran Money   Used 

 

YC - Yellow Card / RC - Red Card 

Last Season v Harleston Town - (League Only) 
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